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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


March  1982  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  May 
1,  1982,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

1903- MT  Donald  K.  Clifford,  P.  0.  Box  65,  St.  Albans,  West  Virginia 

25177  — (Central  America,  German  Notgeld) 

1904- MT  Ray  Leaf green,  Box  384,  Fort  Meade,  Maryland  20755 

(German  Coins  & Tokens,  World  Tokens) 

1905- MT  Tai  Hasegawa 

1906  George  F.  Johnson 

(World  Trade  Dollars,  Mexican  One  Peso 

1907  Dr.  Sarojini  Kulashreshtha , Kishori  Raman  Degree  Girls  Col- 
lege, Dampier,  Mathura,  U.  P.,  India 

1908- MT  Mikro  Blesich,  P.  0.  Box  353,  Park  Ridge,  Illinois  60068 

(Serbia  & Yugoslavia  to  1945) 

1909- MT  Dale  Wynn 

(Silver  Crown  Size  Coins) 

1910- MT  A.  Ritchie,  Flat  3,  9 Daleham  Gardens,  London  NW3  5BY,  England 

(Guernsey,  Jersey,  Isle  of  Man,  Tibet,  English  Tokens) 

1911- MT  J.  S.  Jackson,  P.  0.  Box  A771,  Sydney  South,  NSW  2000,  Australia 

(New  Zealand,  British  Colonial  Coins) 

1912  Howard  V.  Perry,  650  N.  E.  85th  St.,  Miami,  Florida  33138 

(Western  Europe,  Dutch  Colonies,  Central  & South  America) 

1913  Royal  Coin  Cabinet,  Box  5405,  S-114  84  Stockholm,  Sweden 

(Coins,  Medals,  Orders  & Decorations) 


DONATIONS  REPORT  : We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations 

received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation 


Preference  of  Use 


BRIGGS , David  G . 

DOLAN , Larry  J . 

HULSE,  Granvyl  G.,  Jr. 
LEWIS,  Jack  E. 

MORRIS,  C.  W.,  Jr. 
VANDIGRIFF,  John  E. 


13  coins  ($46.30) 

60  coins  (NVS) 

200  coins  (NVS) 

1096  coins  ($4,874.55) 
4 coins  (NVS) 

120  coins  (NVS) 


NI 

NI 

NI 

NI 

NI 

NI 


Reference 

Reference 

Reference 

Reference 

Reference 

Reference 


Collection 

Collection 

Collection 

Collection 

Collection 

Collection 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 


I .  Acknowledgement  is  made  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to  the 
NI  Library.  All  books  are  new  to  our  shelves. 

William  E.  Benson 


TARASSOULEAS , A.  Catalogue  of  Green  Paper  Money.  Pub.  1980,  158pp, 
illus . In  Greek  and  English.  Profusely  illustrated  in  both  color 
and  black  and  white. 

Dwight  L . Musser 

SHAFER,  MORT.  Musical  Notgeld  of  Germany  and  Austria . Pub.  1981, 
7pp,  2 plates.  See  short  review  in  this  issue. 

B.  A.  Seaby,  Ltd.,  London 

SEAR,  DAVID  R.  Roman  Coins  and  Their  Values.  Pub.  1981,  3rd  Ed., 
376pp,  illus.  Review  can  be  found  in  the  January  issue  of  the 
NI  BULLETIN. 

Vladimir  Suchy 

MINAROVICOVA,  ELENA.  Portret  na  Starovekyoh  Minoiach.  Pub.  1979, 
109pp , illus.  In  Czechoslovakian  but  with  cn  introduction  in 
Russian,  German  and  French.  Book  consists  of  excellent  photographs 
in  color  and  black  and  white  of  select  Greek,  Roman  and  Byzantine 
coins . 

Miscellaneous  sources 


SOUMEN  POST IMERKKE IL Y OY . Katalog  Over  Finsha  Mynt  och  Sedlar. 

Pub.  1976,  28pp,  not  illus.  A price  list  of  Finnish  coins. 

RESTREPO,  JORGE  EMILIA/RODRIGUEZ,  GERMAN.  Colombia , Monedas  de  50 
Centavos 3 1901-1978.  Pub.  1979,  40pp,  illus. 

II.  Our  thanks  are  also  extended  to  I.  C.  G.  Campbell  for  his  gift  of 
catalogs  and  magazines. 

III.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  C.  C.  Andrews  the  NI  Library  now  has 
nine  more  slide  sets  available  for  loan.  For  the  list  of  the  first 
twelve  see  the  June  1981  NI  BULLETIN . 

13.  Crowns  of  the  World.  Countries  A-I . (59  slides),  ANA  #40. 

14.  Crowns  of  the  World.  Countries  J-Z , (61  slides),  ANA  #41. 

15.  Crowns  & Minor  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  19th  & 20th  Centuries. 
Western  Hemisphere,  Part  I.  (34  slides),  ANA  #26. 

16.  As  above.  Part  II.  (35  slides),  ANA  #27. 

17.  Ships  and  Boats  on  Modern  Coins.  (45  slides),  ANA  #42. 

18.  State  & Federal  Coppers  of  Mexico.  (43  slides),  ANA  #56. 

19.  Christopher  Columbus  - The  Great  Discoverer. 
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20.  Pillars,  Portraits  and  Pesos. 

21.  Mexican  First  Decimal  Coins. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr, 

NI  Librarian 

********************************************************************* 

THE  ORIENTAL  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY  (ONS)  HAS  NEW  REGIONAL  SECRETARIES 

The  ONS  was  founded  in  the  late  1960's  by  M.  R.  Broome,  ONS  Secretary 
General,  and  has  several  new  regional  secretaries:  G.  P.  Hennequin  of 

France  replaces  Tony  Webdale  of  England  as  Secretary  to  the  General 
Section.  J.  J.  van  der  Wiel  of  Holland  is  Regional  Secretary  for 
Europe;  K.  W.  Wiggins  of  England  is  Regional  Secretary  for  the  UK  and 
Eire;  and  Craig  Burns  replaces  Patrick  D.  Hogan,  long  time  Regional 
Secretary  for  North  America. 

The  ONS  publishes  a Newsletter  featuring  short  articles  on  any  and  all 
phases  of  Asian  numismatics,  member's  news  of  collecting  interests  and 
addresses;  as  well  as  a listing  of  member's  articles  published  else- 
where. Dr.  M.  B.  Mitchiner,  well  known  for  his  monumental  publications 
on  Asian  numismatics  in  the  last  few  years,  is  ONS  Newsletter  editor. 

In  two  recent  issues  members  were  treated  to  newsletter  articles  such 
as  on  ’’Mukden  20  and  10  Cash  Coins  of  1922”  by  R.  N.  J.  Wright;  ”A 
Proposed  Tientsin  Token  Coinage",  also  by  Mr.  Wright;  and  "The  Cast 
Copper  Coinage  of  Ancient  North  India",  by  Robert  Tye.  Also  published 
are  Information  Sheets,  in-depth  articles  on  various  Asian  topics. 

For  information,  write  Mr.  M.  R.  Broome,  30  Warren  Road,  Woodley, 
Reading,  Berks,  England.  For  North  American  collectors  drop  a note 
to  Dr.  Craig  Burns,  Route  1,  Box  760,  Westwood,  CA  96137,  USA.  Yearly 
membership  fee  is  £4.00,  H.fl.  18.00,  USA  $9.00. 

********************************************************************* 

RECENT  PANAMA  ERROR  COINS 


In  1976  the  government  of  Panama  needed  coins  in  a hurry.  They  re- 
quested the  Franklin  Mint,  USA.  to  forward  master  dies  of  the  1 and  5 
Balboas  silver  coins  to  the  Ottawa  Mint  for  making  copper -nickel  coins 
of  the  same  denominations.  The  error  comes  in  because  the  legend 
LEY  0.925,  meaning  "by  law,  .925  silver",  remained  on  the  dies.  So 
Panama  received  its  new  copper-nickel  clad  coins  with  the  error  legend 
below  the  shield,  and  placed  them  into  circulation.  Minted  were  22,000 
for  the  clad  1 Balboa  dated  1975  and  1976;  and  9,000  for  the  5 Bal- 
boas clad  of  those  same  dates.  Panama  learned  of  the  error  and  re- 
turned many  coins  for  remelting.  Estimates  of  remaining  coins  is 
under  15,000  1 Balboas  and  about  2,000  5 Balboas.  This  includes  both 
dates  of  each  coin  ! 

********************************************************************* 

KREMNICA  BIRTHDAY:  This  historic  mint  marked  its  650th  anniversary 

year  in  1978  with  the  release  of  a silver  50  Korun  coin. 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Uncataloged  Nazi  100  Reichsmark  Banknote  Discovered  (?) 

I have  checked  the  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money , by  Albert 
Pick;  Catalogue  of  European  Paper  Money  Since  1900 3 by  Albert  Pick; 
and  Die  Deutschen  Banknoten  seit  1871 , by  Kurt  Jaeger  and  Ulrich 
Haevecker,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I have  an  uncatalog- 
ed variety  of  Pick  183a,  100  Reichsmark,  24.6.1935. 

Like  the  100  Reichsmark  listed  in  Pick  and  Jaeger/Haevecker , it  has 
the  watermark  of  Von  Leibig  to  the  left,  with  underprint  letter  and 
"Kontrollstempel"  to  the  left.  However,  many  things  indicate  that 
the  "unlisted''  variety  may  be  a photo-mechanically  reproduced  note 
of  a type  possibly  issued  between  Pick  183a  and  183b.  Perhaps  the 
note  was  issued  late  in  1944  as  I obtained  it  with  a number  of  other 
notes  taken  from  a German  soldier  during  the  Second  World  War.  Along 
with  the  group  of  notes  is  an  uncashed  money  order  which  originated 
in  Cologn,  Germany  dated  January  5,  1945.  There  is  in  the  group 
three  of  the  "unlisted"  100  R.M.  notes,  all  uncirculated,  two  of  the 
Pick  183a  100  R.M. , several  50  R.M.  notes  of  both  type  Pick  182a  and 
182b,  as  well  as  a number  of  20,  10,  and  5 R.M.  notes. 

The  differences  between  Pick  183a  and  the  "new  variety"  are  easily 
visible  with  the  naked  eye,  and  are  more  conspicuous  on  the  front 
than  the  back  and  are  as  follows  (N.V.  = New  Variety): 

183a:  Printed  on  white  watermarked  paper. 

N.V. : Printed  on  buff  watermarked  paper. 

183a:  Background  color,  bands  of  blue  across  the  top  and  bottom  fad- 

ing into  redish-brown  bank  through  the  center. 

N.V.:  Overall  bluish-olive  background  to  the  left  of  the  portrait, 

fading  into  a more  bluish  tint  to  the  right  of  the  portrait. 

On  the  new  variety,  the  color  tinting  is  vertical.  On  183a 
the  coloring  is  horizontal. 

183a:  Threads  numerous  and  relatively  long. 

N.V. : Threads  short,  less  numerous. 

183a:  Underprint  overlapping  watermark  area  from  top  to  bottom  is  a 

pleasant  blue  fading  into  brown,  then  blue  again  for  the  rest 
of  the  length  of  the  note. 

N.V. : Underprint  overlapping  watermark  area  is  an  unpleasant  grey- 

olive  color  the  full  length  of  the  notes. 

183a:  100  RM  and  diamond  pattern  underprint  is  clear  and  well  de- 

f ined . 

N.V,:  100  RM  and  diamond  pattern  underprint  not  clear  or  well  de- 

f ined . 

183a:  "Reichsbankdirektorium"  seal  has  the  wording  darker  than  the 

eagle.  Eagle  well  defined. 

N.V.:  "Reichsbankdirektorium"  seal  has  the  wording  and  the  eagle  the 

same  color  bone  (blue-black) . 

183a:  Scrollwork  and  band  at  portrait  a rich  bluish  color. 


70 


N.V.:  Scrollwork  and  bank  at  portrait  blue-black. 

Perhaps  a more  knowledgeable  collector  of  German  bank  notes  can  re- 
spond to  this  report , and  let  me  know  if  this  note  is  an  uncataloged 
variety,  and  if  my  conclusion  that  is  was  photo-mechanically  repro- 
duced (in  1944)  is  or  is  not  correct. 

Marlin  Etzel,  NI  #1415 
Sgt.  Bluff,  Iowa 


Author1  replies  to  Bergman 's  comments  on  Philippine  coinage  article 

My  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  go  to  my  fellow  N.I.  member,  Mr.  W. 
Bergman  (NI  #1783)  from  Capetown,  RSA,  for  his  kind  remarks  in  the 
December  1981  issue,  and  especially  for  his  most  attentive  observ- 
ation with  respect  to  the  U.S,  Trade  Dollar.  The  paragraph  to  which 
Mr.  Bergman  refers  is,  indeed,  inaccurate!  It  should  have  read  some- 
thing like  "...that  this  coinage  (Philippines  under  the  U.S)  was  pro- 
duced by  the  U.S.  for  the  exclusive  use  of,  by  and  in  another  country 
and  carried  the  names  of  both  countries  on  each  coin...". 

The  Trade  Dollars  had  only  the  name  of  the  U.S.  and  were  certainly 
not  the  sole  coinage  of  any  country. 

It  is  particular  gratifying  to  me  that  Mr.  Bergman  discerned  this  dif- 
ference and  set  the  record  straight.  I am  pleased  to  know  that  there 
are  fellow  numismatists  who  read  with  alertness  and  attention  to  de- 
tail on  a subject  which  has  been  of  special  interest  to  me. 

John  Zanders,  NI  #1634 
Houston,  Texas 

********************************************************************* 
ODD  SHAPED  COINS,  WHY? 

Reprinted,  from  Augusta  & Alfred  Szego's  15th  Bulletin  for  1981 

Every  so  often  we  receive  letters  about  dish-shaped  coins  called 
schusselpf ennigs  as  well  as  others  struck  from  curved  dies.  At  first 
the  motivation  for  their  existence  may  seem  enigmatic,  but  by  holding 
some  loose  medieval  pfennigs  and  denars  in  one's  hand  the  mystery  be- 
gins to  clear  up. 

Because  of  their  small  diameter  and  thinness  it  was  difficult  to  han- 
dle and  separate  early  medieval  flat  coins.  Finally,  as  the  edges 
were  turned  up,  it  became  easier  to  notice  traces  of  clipping.  The 
curved  shapes  increased  the  ability  to  separate  the  coins,  not  a small 
matter  when  counting  or  feeling  for  one  in  a pocket. 

During  the  17th  and  18th  century  many  Spanish  and  central  European  Holy 
Roman  Empire  silver  coins  were  struck  with  curved  dies.  No  doubt  the 
intent  was  to  slow  down  wear  on  at  least  one  surface  thus  prolonging 
circulation  life  and  reduce  permanent  loss  of  precious  silver.  Weak 
areas  on  the  convex  surface  are  quite  normal.  Weak  spots  are  quite 
the  rule  on  all  types  of  hand  struck  coins  other  than  curved  or  dish- 
shaped coins. 
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TITLES  FOUND  ON  ROMAN  COINS 


by  Bichard  A.  Easier,  Irvine,  Calif,  r USA , NI  #1£>63 


(NOTE:  The  coin  illustration  of  the  Aureus  is  used 
strictly  as  eye-appeal  - The  coin  Mr,  Eas- 
ier describes  does  not  actually  exist.  This 
article  is  a refresher  on  how  to  identify 
Roman  Imperial  Coins. ) (SEABY  § 1500 ) 

The  Roman  Emperor,  the  Senate,  the  army  and  the 
bureaucracy  retained  the  trappings  of  office  dating 
from  the  early  Republic.  Some  would  view  this  as 
quaint  and  charming;  others  might  view  it  as  a 
touch  of  naivete.  It  was,  however,  one  of  the  most 
persistent,  long-lived  political  lies  in  history. 
From  the  time  of  the  First  Triumvirate  in  46  B.C., 
until  the  reign  of  Diocletian  in  294  A.D.,  the  sha- 
dow of  the  Republic  was  retained.  Consuls  were  e- 
lected  annually.  Tribunes  still  represented  the 
people  and  could  veto  the  acts  of  the  Senate.  Over 
Aureus  of  Emp.  this  farce  sat  the  Emperor,  frequently  the  consul, 

Commodus  always  a Tribune  Potestate,  who  rationalized  his 

special  powers  as  needed  at  "this  time  of  emergency 
and  who  wou] d willingly  reestablish  the  Republic  when  the  crisis  was 
over.  The  lie  fooled  no  one,  but  it  provided  a continuity  so  that, 
through  repeated  assassinations  and  frequent  usurpations,  the  govern- 
ment and  social  structure  ground  on.  Without  this  link  to  the  remote 
past,  the  Roman  Empire  would  have  shattered  into  nationalistic  and  fac- 
tional fragments  within  the  first  century  of  our  era. 


These  old  titles  of  office  are  of  more  than  passing  interest  to  the  col 
lector  of  ancient  coins  and  the  student  of  ancient  history.  An  analy- 
sis of  these  titles  can  often  date  a coin,  at  times  to  a period  of  a 
few  months  within  a reign.  They  also  show  the  structure  of  government 
and,  in  certain  cases,  the  psychological  workings  of  the  Emperor’s 
mind.  To  the  uninitiated,  these  titles,  as  they  appear  in  abbreviated 
form  on  the  coins,  present  a bewildering  string  of  letters  which  con- 
vince the  beginner  that  he  has  no  business  collecting  Roman  Imperial 
coins.  In  reality  the  collector  need  not  learn  Latin  to  read  such 
coins.  The  titles  and  their  abbreviations  are  consistent,  even  to 
their  sequence.  This  last  feature  allows  the  collector  to  reconstruct 
missing  parts  of  a legend. 

Roman  Imperial  coinage  is  of  two  basic  types:  Titular  and  Propaganda. 

It  is  only  the  former  type  with  which  we  are  interested  here. 

Let's  look  first  at  an  imaginary  coin.  The  overse  legend  reads:  IMPM- 
COMMODVSCENSPFAVGERIT  and  the  reverse:  PMTRPXCOSIIIIMPIIPP.  The  first 
task  is  to  divide  the  legends  into  meaningful  units.  IMP  is  the  first 
one.  M.  COMMODVS  is  the  Emperor's  name.  The  name  becomes  relatively 
easy  to  identify  with  a little  practice.  It  is  almost  always  found  at 
the  beginning  of  the  legend,  at  most  preceded  by  IMP  in  coins  of  the 
first  through  third  century  and  by  DN  in  later  coins.  Next  we  can  iso- 
late AVG.  This  also  gives  us  BRIT.  P and  F are  taken  as  single  letter 
abbreviations.  The  final  unit  is  CENS . We  can  now  rewrite  the  legend 
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as  IMP  M COMMODVS  CENS  P F AVG  BRIT,  By  the  same  analysis  the  reverse 
inscription  can  be  rewritten  as  P M TR  P X COS  III  IMP  II  PP,t  When  com- 
bined, the  two  legends  form  a litany  of  titles,  The  translation  reads; 
Imperator  Marcus  Cormodus  Censor  Pius  Felix  Augustus  Britccnicus  , Ponti - 
fex  Maximus , Tribune  Potestas  for  the  tenth  timef  Consul  for  the  third 
time,  celebrating  a second  Imperatorial  Acclamation , Pater  Patria. 

Now  let's  look  at  each  title. 

IMPERATOR  is  the  source  of  our  word.  Emperor,  but  has  a very  different 
meaning.  Imperator  is  a military  title  most  equivalent  to  Field  Mar- 
shall trending  toward  Commander-In-Chief  as  the  Empire  progressed.  Mili- 
tary duty  was  expected  of  all  male  citizens  under  the  Republic.  While 
mercenaries  and  non-citizens  made  up  the  bulk  of  the  army  during  the 
later  Empire,  a soldier^s  life  was  often  a means  of  escape  from  the 
poverty  of  the  city  slums  or  drudgery  of  farm  life.  With  a little 
valor  and  the  luck  to  survive,  a soldier  could  be  chosen  for  the  Prae- 
torian Guards,  the  elite  corps  of  40,000  which  formed  the  body  guard 
for  the  Emperor  and  which  more  often  than  not  selected  the  new  Emperor. 
The  most  likely  candidate  was  their  own  commander  or  the  commander  of 
one  of  the  other  legions.  So  military  experience  was  natural  for  almost 
all  of  the  Emperors  and  therefore  the  title,  Imperator,  was  a natural  one. 

Marcus  Aurelius  Commodus  Antonius , the  son  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  the  phi- 
losopher Emneror,  ruled  from  177  to  192  A.D.  This  bloody  tyrant  in  no 
way  resembled  his  father.  Commodus  was  addicted  to  violence.  The 
gladiatorial  arenas  rather  than  the  battle  field  was  his  milieu.  He 
believed  himself  to  be  the  reincarnation  of  Hercules  and  as  such  partici- 
pated in  the  games. 

CENSOR  is  a title  which  is  not  commonly  found  on  coins.  The  office  of 
Censor  was  created  in  433  B.C.  to  attend  to  the  census  of  the  people. 
Their  duties  included  enrolling  citizens,  care  of  public  buildings, 
taxation,  control  of  the  water  supply  in  Rome  and  overseer  of  public 
morals.  Under  the  Empire  the  Censor  also  reviewed  the  financial  affairs 
of  the  Senators  and  Knights  to  ensure  they  met  the  minimum  standards  of 
wealth.  The  office  was  an  elective  one  with  a term  of  one  year,  but 
when  the  Emperors  found  the  office  allowed  the  holder  to  manipulate, 
blackmail  and  pack  the  Senate,  the  office  was  assumed  for  life,  and  the 
inscription  CENS  PERP,  Perpetual  Censor,  can  be  found. 

PIUS  and  FELIX  are  appellations  rather  than  titles  of  office.  They  mean 
God-fearing  and  Happy.  Frequently  the  possessors  of  these  names  were 
neither  god-fearing  nor  happy. 

AUGUSTUS  was  the  primary  title  of  the  Emperor.  The  word  means  "revered" 
or  "worthy  of  veneration."  As  a title  it  was  first  given  to  Octavian, 
the  heir  of  Julius  Caesar,  and  he  was  known  by  no  other  name  afterwards. 
The  title  was  retained  by  his  descendants,  Tiberius,  Caligula,  Claudius 
and  Nero,  based  on  hereditary  rights.  By  this  time,  after  the  passage 
of  ninety-five  years,  the  appellation  became  synonymous  with  the  pos- 
ition of  the  rulers  and  the  title  continued. 

BRITANICUS  is  an  example  of  an  appellation  given  to  signify  victory  over 
some  foreign  nation,  in  this  case,  Britain.  Other  titles  include  Ger- 
manicus  for  Germany,  Gothicus  for  Gaul,  Parthicus  for  Parthia  and  Ara- 
bicus  and  Adiabenicus  for  Arabia.  At  times  this  title  became  a name 
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a name  for  descendants.  Germanicus,  the  brother  of  Claudius,  received 
the  name  from  that  title  held  by  his  father.  It  appears  in  the  full 
name  of  Claudius  and  that  of  the  Emperor  Nero,  Germanicus'  grandson. 
Claudius  called  his  own  son  Britanicus  for  his  own  victories  in  Britain. 

PONTIFEX  MAXIMUS  was  the  Chief  Priest.  He  was  the  head  of  the  college 
of  priests  and  the  judge  of  all  religious  matters.  The  office  was  an 
ancient  one,  dating  from  the  reign  of  King  Numa  Pompilius  in  709  B.C. 

Once  elected  the  Pontifex  Maximus  held  office  for  life  and  therefore 
the  title  is  never  followed  by  numerals  as  some  other  titles  appear. 

Until  the  time  of  the  joint  Emperors,  Balbinus  and  Pupienus , in  238  AD 
when  the  two  Emperors  ruled  together,  the  senior  one  held  the  office  of 
Pontifex  Maximus.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  has  retained  this  ancient  title  and  applied  it  to  the  Pope. 

TRIBUNE  POTESTATE  is  another  ancient  office.  It  was  created  in  491  BC 
through  a plebian  revolt.  The  duty  of  the  Tribune  Plebus  or  Potestate 
was  to  protect  the  people,  plebes,  from  exploitation  by  the  Patricians, 
who  controlled  the  Senate.  The. Tribune  Potestate  could  veto  any  act 
of  the  Senate.  One  further  advantage  of  this  office  was  physical  in- 
violability; it  was  a capital  offense  to  injure  or  kill  a Tribune.  This 
privilege  was  a protection  from  coercian  by  the  Senatorial  Party.  These 
two  aspects  of  the  office  appealed  to  the  Emperor.  So  year  after  year 
the  Emperor  was  duly  reelected  as  Tribune.  Heir  apparents  also  held 
the  title.  Tiberius  was  Tribune  thirteen  times  before  he  became  Em- 
peror and  held  the  office  a total  of  thirty-eight  times.  Because  the 
Emperor  held  the  office  year  after  year,  the  appearance  of  the  title 
followed  by  the  numeral  indicating -the  number  of  times  the  office  was 
held  is  an  easy  means  to  date  titular  coins.  On  our  imaginary  coin 
the  title  was  TRPX3  Commodus'  tenth  term  as  Tribune.  This  dates  the 
coin  at  186  A.D. 

CONSULS  were  the  senior  magistrates  of  Rome.  This  elected  position  was 
held  annually  by  two  men.  The  offices  were  created  in  510  B.C.  at  the 
very  beginning  of  the  Republic.  The  word  "Consulatus"  means  colleagues. 
Originally  a man  could  be  consul  only  once,  later  reelection  after  ten 
years  was  permitted  and  finally  immediate  reelection  was  allowed.  After- 
wards he  would  become  a Proconsul  and  govern  one  of  Rome's  foreign  pro- 
vinces. It  was  after  Julius  Caesars'  Consulship  in  59-58  B.C.  that  he 
went  to  Gaul  as  governor.  Although  the  Consulship  had  been  an  immensely 
powerful  office  during  the  Republic  and,  in  theory,  remained  so  under 
the  Empire,  but  this  was  not  the  case.  It  was  more  for  the  prestige 
than  the  power  that  the  Emperors  accepted  this  office  and  this  usually 
not  frequently.  The  consulship  served  to  reward  friends.  When  the 
Emperor  was  out  of  Italy,  the  Consuls  ruled  over  the  Senate,  and  friends 
in  that  office  could  control  a factious  legislature.  On  coins  the  Em- 
perors commemorated  their  incombency  by  the  abbreviation  COS.  Subse- 
quent tenures  were  indicated  by  Roman  numerals.  Occasionally  other 
abbreviations  are  coupled  with  COS.  DES.  or  DESIG  (Consulatum  Designati) 
indicate  that  the  Emperor  had  been  elected  to  serve  as  Consul  next  year. 
ITER  (Consul  Iterum)  refers  to  the  second  consulship  and  TERT  (Consul 
Tertium) , Consul  for  the  third  time.  Our  imaginary  coin  refers  to  the 
third  Consulship  in  the  more  common  style  COSIII. 

The  IMP  we  now  encounter  is  followe  by  the  Roman  numeral  II.  This  is 
a title  distinct  from  the  IMP  we  found  on  the  obverse.  This  IMP  refers 
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to  Imperatorial  Acclamations  which  celebrate  great  victories.  On  our 
coin  IMPII  refers  to  the  second  Imperatorial  Acclamation  and  could  pro- 
bably be  coupled  with  BRIT  on  the  obverse  to  indicate  a recent  victory 
over  the  tribes  in  Britain.  The  Imperatorial  Acclamation  series  of  the 
Emperor  Septimius  Severus  is  of  particular  interest.  Severus  celebra- 
ted twelve  acclamations,  of  which  eleven  are  commemorated  on  coins.  These 
are  of  four  types:  victories  against  rival  claimants  to  the  throne, 
victories  against  the  tribes  of  Parthia,  Arabia  and  Adiabenes,  the  de- 
feat of  the  Co-Emperor  Clodius  Albinus  and  victories  in  Britain.  This 
type  of  coinage  frequently  bears  a reverse  type  which  carries  through 
the  victory  theme.  Trophies  and  captives  are  most  common.  Neptune  is 
used  to  denote  victories  at  sea  or  involving  the  landing  of  troops  from 
ships . 

PP  completes  the  legend.  This  title,  Pater  Patria,  is  well  known  to 
all  Americans  in  its  translation.  Father  of  the  Country.  This  was  the 
title  which  the  Emperor  Augustus  was  most  proud  because  it  spoke  of  the 
clemency  of  his  government  and  the  security  of  the  people  under  it.  Many 
other  emperors  bore  the  title:  some  like  Vespasian,  Nerva,  Trajan  and 
Hadrian  well  deserved  it;  to  others  like  Nero,  Domitian  and  Commodus, 
it  was  offered  by  the  Senate  in  the  spirit  of  flattery. 

The  translation  is  now  complete;  the  coin  has  told  its  story.  There  are 
few  coins  besides  that  of  the  Roman  Empire  which  can  tell  us  so  much 
about  the  man  who  ordered  them  struck  and  the  times  in  which  they  lived. 
The  next  time  you  see  a Roman  coin,  don’t  pass  it  by.  Pick  it  up  and 
read  a miniature  history  book  two  millenia  old. 

********************************************************************* 
SWORD  DOLLAR 


The  Sword  Dollar  is  a silver  coin  of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland  first  is- 
sued under  King  James  VI  in  1567.  The  name  is  derived  from  the  upright 
sword  on  the  reverse.  The  Sword  Dollar  had  a circulating  value  of  30 
Shillings.  It  was  also  issued  in  denominations  of  2/3  Sword  Dollar 
(or  20  Shillings)  and  1/3  or  10  Shillings. 

********************************************************************* 
TONGA'S  ROYAL  WEDDING  GOLD  COINS 

The  1 and  5 Hau  gold  coins  honoring  the  Royal  Wedding  of  Prince  Charles 
and  Lady  Diana  Spencer  has  portraits  that  are  the  same  as  on  the  re- 
verse of  the  Great  Britain  ’mother"  country  commemorative.  Both  the 
GB  and  Tongal  Royal  Couple’s  portraits  were  engraved  by  Philip  Nathan. 

********************************************************************* 
TREES  ON  P.E.I.  CENT 

The  Prince  Edward  Island  (Canada)  Cent  of  1871  (Yeoman  1),  Heaton's 
minted  without  a mintmark,  shows  on  the  reverse  a large  oak  tree  with 
three  smaller  maple  trees  clustered  at  left.  The  meaning  of  the  trees 
is  generally  taken  to  suggest  the  Provincial  Government  (large  oak  treee) 
looking  after  the  three  Counties  (maples)  of  P.  E.  I. 
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ITALY’S  LIRA  & ITS  ANCESTRY 

MONETARY  UNITS  USED  IN  OLD  ITALIAN  STATES  BEFORE  TEE  LIRA 
by  Anthony  Bel f tori 

(Revised  from  a Stamp  Collector's  Newspaper  circa  1953) 

Prewar  philatelists  and  numismatists  could  lead  the  life  of  ease  on 
5,000  Lira  a month  in  Italy.  In  1953  the  same  amount  does  not  even  buy 
a good  stamp  album.  Such  is  the  price  of  defeat  in  war  and  its  sub- 
sequent monetary  tumbles  and  currency  inflations.  The  good  old  Lira 
is  in  delirium  as  far  as  its  buying  power  is  concerned.  Before  currency 
reforms  make  the  Lira  a thing  of  the  past,  students  and  collectors  of 
Italian  coins  may  like  to  know  the  fascinating  origins  of  the  Lira  to- 
gether with  the  unique  monetary  systems  used  in  the  Old  Italian  States 
where  such  units  as  the  crazia3  quattrine3  scudo3  soldo 3 fiorino3  grano } 
bajocchioj  tomese  and  ducate  etc.  once  flourished. 


The  LIRA  of  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment of  Lombardy -Venetia  1848 


The  LIRA  is  derived  from  the  contraction  of  the  word  "Libbra"  or 
"Pound"  - the  basic  weight  of  the  monetary  reform  system  instituted  by 
Charlemagne,  French  king  and  emperor  of  Western  Europe  in  the  year  AD 
794.  He  established  a ponderal  system  on  the  basis  of  which  one  pound 
or  "una  libbra"  of  silver  consisted  of  20  parts,  so-called  "Soldi"  - 
each  of  which  was  in  turn,  divided  into  12  Denari.  Up  to  the  I5th  cen- 
tury, the  Libbra  or  Lira  and  the  Soldo  remained  merely  money  of  account, 
that  is  a money  whose  value  was  a basis  of  exchange  rather  than  a medium 
of  exchange,  for  which  an  equivalent  coin  was  sometimes  struck.  In  fact, 
the  modern  Italian  word  for  money  - "denaro"3  derives  from  the  pre-Chris- 
tian Latin  word  "denarius" , meaning  "ten".  This  denarius  also  was  a 
Roman  silver  coin  worth  ten  "asses"  or  pounds  of  copper.  Then  the  "as" 
or  pound  was  reduced  to  an  ounce  in  weight  for  practical  purposes. 

Decimal  System  in  1862  created  by  the  young  Italian  Ki ngdom : 

In  1862,  the  young  Kingdom  of  unified  Italy  completely  eliminated  the 
various  confusing  currency  systems  used  in  the  Old  Italian  States  for 
centuries  before  political  unification  and  adopted  the  Lira  of  100  Cen- 
tesimi  - equal  to  the  French  Franc  as  the  decimal  monetary  unit  of 
Italy. 
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Unified  Italy's  silver  Lira 
coin  struck  at  the  National 
Bank  in  Turin  (T/BN)  mint. 


Prior  to  World  War  I,  one  American 
Dollar  could  buy  only  five  Italian 
Lira.  Later-  and  up  to  the  outbreak 
of  World  War  II  in  1939,  one  American 
dollar  was  able  to  buy  about  20  Lira. 
In  1951,  one  American  dollar  easily 
buys  600  Italian  lira.  (Ed  note:  And 
today  (1981)  the  dollar  can  buy  about 
1,000  Italian  Lira.) 

Lira  High  Values 


In  1946,  the  new  Republic  of  Italy  eliminated  centesimi  values  in  its 
coins  and  stamps,  and  began  issuing  stamps  in  Lira  values  to  1,000  Lira 
in  1948  - further  and  final  proof  of  the  deterioration  of  the  Lira. 


The  CENTESIMO  has  a very  interesting  history  to  both  coin  and  stamp  col- 
lectors. It  was  born  in  1804  and  died  in  1930  as  far  as  coins  are  con- 
cerned. The  centesimo  simply  means  the  one  hundredth  part.  It  came 
into  use  with  the  adoption  of  the  unified  decimal  monetary  system  by 
Italy  in  1862.  The  Italian  lira  was  divided  into  100  equal  parts,  each 
of  which  was  struck  as  specie  currency  in  a bronze  coin  (that  is  95 
parts  copper,  4 parts  lead  and  1 part  zinc)  of  the  weight  of  1 gram  - 
and  was  called  the  "Centesimo".  It  was  originally  introduced  by  the 
then  so-called  Italian  Republic  of  Milan  in  1804.  It  was  coined  in 
Italy  proper  until  1916  and  in  1930  was  removed  from  circulation. 

Political  set-up  of  Italian  "states"  in  the  19th  century 

In  considering  the  currencies  of  the  various  Old  Italian  States,  espe- 
cially for  the  benefit  of  the  collector,  a historic  note  on  the  political 
setups  of  each  "state"  in  the  19th  century  is  first  in  order. 


The  KINGDOM  OF  LOMBARDY -VENET I A — created  in  1815  by  the  Congress  of 
Vienna  - was  in  reality  an  Austrian  Dominion  headed  by  a Viceroy  for  the 


Lombardy -Venetia  Scudo  of  Franz  Joseph 


Emperor.  The  silver  coin  above  shows  the  young  Austrian  Emperor  Franz 
Joseph  in  1853.  In  appearance,  it  was  an  autonomous  state  and  was  at- 
tached in  a sort  of  personal  union  to  the  Hereditary  States  of  the 
Austrian  Emperor.  Austria  lost  Lombardy  to  the  Kingdom  of  Sardinia  in 
1859  under  the  Armistice  of  Villafranca.  The  Venete  Region  went  over 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Italy  on  October  3,  1866.  During  this  time,  Lombardy 
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had  a lira  vecchia"  (old  lira)  worth  0.77  in  exchange  value  on  the 
basis  of  the  gold  lira  and  a "lira  nuova  od  austriaca"  (new  or  Aus- 
trian lira)  worth  0.86.  The  same  currencies,  however,  had  different 
values  in  Veneto.  From  1858  to  1862,  this  area  had  a "Fiorino"  (florin) 
of  100  soldi  equal  to  2.47  gold  Italian  Lira. 

The  DUCHY  OF  MODENA , after  1814,  was  ruled  over  by  the  House  of  Austria- 
Este.  In  June  1859,  Duke  Francis  V was  compelled  to  escape  following 
revolutionary  uprisings.  After  a brief  period  under  a provisional 
government,  a plebiscite  on  March  11,  1860  voted  overwhelmingly  in 
favor  of  annexation  to  the  Kingdom  of  Sardinia. 

The  DUCHY  OF  PARMA  consisted  of  the  territories  of  Parma,  Piacenza  and 
Lunigiana,  with  Parma  as  its  capital  city.  It  belonged  to  the  Bourbons 
of  the  Parma  Branch  which  lost  control  over  it  during  the  Napoleonic 
era,  and  reacquired  possession  of  it  in  1846.  Foreign  rule  was  finally 
ousted  in  1 860  following  a plebiscite  Favoring  joining  the  Kingdon  of 
Sardinia . 

The  old  KINGDOM  OF  SARDINIA  included  Piedmont,  Savoy,  Nice,  the  island 
of  Sardinia  and  after  1815,  the  Ligurian  Region,  with  Turin  as  its 
capital  city.  At  first  it  was  an  absolute  hereditary  monarchy  under 
the  House  of  Savoy.  In  1848,  it  became  a constitutional  monarchy  fol- 
lowing the  granting  of  a constitution  by  King  Charles  Albert.  On  March 
14,  1861,  following  the  annexation  of  all  the  regions  of  Italy,  except 
Latium,  Venezia  Tridentia  and  Venezia  Giulia,  the  new  Kingdom  of  Sar- 
dinia became  the  young  KINGDOM  OF  ITALY  with  the  same  form  of  govern- 
ment . 

The  monetary  systems  of  MODENA 3 PARMA  and  SARDINIA  consisted  only  of  the 
Italian  Lira  of  100  centesimi  during  this  period.  However,  each  region 
struck  its  own  Lira,  coins  which  had  different  exchange  values  - an 
unhealthy  financial  confusion  which  was  finally  eliminated  in  1862. 

The  GRAND  DUCHY  OF  TUSCANY  included 
all  of  Tuscany,  part  of  Lunigiana, 
the  island  of  Melba  and  the  other  ad- 
jacent Tuscan  islands,  with  Florence 
as  its  capital  city.  After  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  de  Medici  family,  it 
was  taken  over  by  the  various  princes 
of  the  Hapsburg-Lorraine  dynasty,  who, 
except  for  the  Napoleonic  era,  re- 
mained in  power  as  Grand  Dukes  up  to 
April  22,  1859,  when  the  last  Grand 
Duke,  Leopold  II,  fled  Florence  following  popular  insurrections.  It 
was  annexed  to  the  Kingdom  of  Sardinia  in  1860.  Tuscany  during  this 
period  had  a "lira  toscana  o florentina"  (a  Tuscan  or  Florentine  Lira) 
worth  0.84  in  Italian  gold  lira.  The  Tuscan  Lira  was,  in  turn,  worth 
12  orazie 3 or  20  soldi  or  60  quattrini  - all  made  obsolete  after  1860. 

The  ROMAN  or  PAPAL  STATES  during  the  19th  century  included  the  regions 
of  Latium,  the  Marches  and  Umbria;  the  districts  of  Benevente  and  Ponte- 
corso  and  in  Emilia,  the  Romagna  as  far  as  Bologna,  with  its  capital 
city,  Rome.  The  temporal  power  of  the  Popes  dated  back  to  the  early 
Middle  Ages.  It  was  lost  during  the  Napoleonic  period  and  later  re- 
stored by  the  Congress  of  Vienna  in  1815. 


Fiorino  of  the  Provisional 
Gov't  of  muscany  1859. 
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In  1860,  following  the  defeat  of 
Papal  troops  by  the  army  of  Victor 
Emmanuel  II,  the  Romagna,  the  Mar- 
ches and  Umbria  declared  their  an- 
nexation to  the  Kingdom  of  Sardinia. 
Rome  was  finally  occupied  on  Sep- 
tember 20,  1870,  to  complete  the 
Unification  of  Italy,  except  for 

-da-dat  c t>  • 7 • n-  „ -7  • —e  Holy  See  which  now  occupies  an 

PAPAL  5 Baioechr  of  Prus  VI j Aseolt.  , , . , , . 

J area  of  108.7  acres  and  is  called 

Vatican  City  - an  independent  created  in  1929  following  a Concordat  be- 
tween Pope  Pius  XI  and  the  government  of  Italy.  Monetarily,  the  Roman 
states  had  a Roman  Lira  popularilv  called  "papetto"  (little  pope)  which 
was  worth  1.10  Italian  gold  Lira.  There  was  also  a "Scudo"  of  100 
"Bafoecht"  corresponding  to  5,375  Italian  gold  Lira,  which  became  ob- 
solete in  1867, 


Unification  of  Italy 


The  KINGDOM  OF  TWO  SICILIES 3 created  by  the  Congress  of  Vienna  in  1815, 
under  the  Bourbons,  united  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily  (ancient  Trinacria  or 
"triangular-shaped  land")  and  adjacent  islands  of  Lipari,  Stromboli, 
etc;  with  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  into  one  kingdom.  However,  each  had 
a separate  postal  administration.  On  September  7,  1860,  by  popular 
plebiscite,  following  the  epic  military  victories  of  Garibaldi's  "One 
Thousand  Valiants",  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  proclaimed  its  annexation  to 
the  Kingdom  of  Italy  and  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily  did  the  same  on  October 
21,  1860.  The  despotic  ruler  of  the  Two  Sicilies  - King  Ferdinand  II  - 
popularly  called  "ReBomba"  (the  Bomb  King)  because  so  many  bombs  were 
hurled  at  him  in  his  29  years  of  despotic  bloody  rule,  died  a natural 
death,  however,  in  May  1859.  His  son,  and  last  king,  Francis  II,  was 
deposed  and  was  able  to  retire  to  private  life. 

The  "Dueato"  was  the  monetary  unit  for  both  kingdoms  and  it  was  worth 
4.24  Italian  gold  Lira.  Naples  had  100  "Gvana”  or  200  " Tormesi " equal 
to  1 "Dueato"  (Ducat)  while  Sicily  was  more  familiar  with  the  "grano- 
ducato"  system.  As  already  mentioned,  all  this  confusion  of  currencies 
was  eradicated  in  1862,  in  a further  step  to  unify  the  economy  of  a 
politically  young  nation  by  adopting  a decimal  system  of  the  Lira. con 
sisting  of  100  parts  or  centesimi. 


Old  Italian  Monetary  Units 

The  CPAZIA . Up  to  1860,  12  crazia  were  worth  one  Tuscan  Lira.  The  word 
is  derived  from  the  German  "Kreuzer" , an  old  Austrian  coin  which  origin- 
ally showed  a cross.  The  crazia  was  a copper  alloy  coin  struck  by  the 
Grand  Dukes  of  Tuscany  beginning  with  Cosimo  I and  had  various  values. 


The  QUATTRINO . Up  to  1860,  60  quattrini  were  worth  one  Tuscan  Lira. 

The  word  derives  from  a "quattro  denari"  or  four  parts  of  the  old  mone- 
tary unit  of  the  Middle  Ages.  As  a small  change  coin,  it  remained  quite 
popular  right  through  the  19th  century  because  of  its  convenient  size. 

It  was  originally  minted  in  silver  with  a copper  alloy,  then  only  in 
copper.  The  quattrino  was  also  used  in  Venice  and  Bologna. 

The  S0LD0s  derives  its  name  from  the  4th  century  Latin  word  "Solidus" 
meaning  a solid  piece  of  coin  in  reference  to  the  gold  Roman  Imperial 


79 


Solidus,  first  ordered  struck  by  Emperor  Constantine  the  Great,  In  the 
Italianization  of  the  Latin,  "Solidus"  became  "Solido".  Originally, 
it  was  the  20th  part  of  the  "ideal"  Lira  under  the  Charlemagne  mone- 
tary system.  It  came  into  actual  coinage  after  the  denaro  disappeared 
as  a coin  due  to  the  scarcity  of  silver  and  the  need  arose  for  a bigger 
coin.  Authorities  first  struck  the  so-called  Denaro  Grosso,  13  times 
heavier  than  the  old  denaro  and  it  was  called  the  "Soldone"  or 'big 
solid  piece'.  When  copper  became  scarce,  it  was  struck  smaller  and 
then  called  "Soldino"  (little  solid  piece) . 

After  1858,  100  soldi  were  equal  to  one 
Florin  in  Tuscany.  The  world  "Soldi"  is 
a common  modern  Italian  word  used  today 
to  mean  money  or  wealth  in  general. 

The  FLORINO  is  literally  a "small  lily" 
or  "giglio",  an  ancient  symbol  of  the 
A Billon  20  Soldi 3 Parma  city  of  Florence  (It.  Firenze).  In  1531, 

Florence  struck  a gold  crown  coin  with  the  lily  symbol  on  it.  The  last 
Florino  of  100  quattrini  was  struck  in  1859  by  the  provisional  govern- 
ment of  Tuscany. 


The  region  of  Lombardy-Venetia,  however,  struck  the  first  silver  coins 
in  the  12th  century,  using  a "lily"  as  a symbol  on  its  coins.  During 
the  Austrian  rule  over  the  region,  fractional  Florins  were  struck  at 
the  mints  in  Milan  and  Venice  for  the  Lombard  and  Venetian  subjects  of 
that  Empire.  The  florin  was  also  struck  in  all  sizes  and  weights  by 

other  Italian  and  European 
states  (especially  the  French  in 
north  Italy)  at  various  inter- 
vals . 


The  French  struck  this  30  Soldi 
silver  coin  for  their  Italian 
lands  during  Napoleonic  era 


The  SCUDO  derives  from  the  Latin 
word  "scutum"  (a  shield)  and  by 
extension  of  meaning,  a "coat 
of  arms".  The  name  was  first 
used  in  the  16th  century  when 
silver  coins  were  struck  showing 
on  the  obverse  the  heraldic  arms 
of  the  prince  of  the  state  issuing 
them.  The  idea  is  said  to  have 
been  imported  from  France  into  Italy.  The  "scudos"  were  popular  because 
their  weights  were  lighter  than  the  contemporary  ducats.  All  Italian 
States  struck  scudi  coins  either  in  gold  or  silver  and  the  latter  ones 
were  worth  about  97  U.S.  cents.  The  scudo  was  equal  to  5.375  Italian 
gold  Lira  up  to  1867. 


SESINO,  a billon  and  copper  coin,  originally 
valued  at  one-sixth  Grosso  in  Milan,  Venice, 
Mantua,  Naples  and  other  areas.  It  continued 
in  use  until  the  18th  century. 

Origin  Uncertain: 


Copper  Sesino  of  the 
Borbone  family  ruling 
in  Parma  etc  ca.  1760. 


The  origin  of  BAJ0CCHI0  is  not  known  positively. 
Some  authorities  attribute  the  name  to  the 
Italian  word  for  "bay"  or  "brown"  tint,  "Bajo". 
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but  they  are  at  a loss  to  explain  the  rest  of  the  word  ending.  Others 
identify  the  word  with  the  inscription  "Bajoca  Civitas"  on  Merovingian 
coins  of  the  9th  century  from  Bayeau,  Normandy,  France,  which  was  at 
one  time  a mint.  Coins  known  as  "Bajocchi"  were  known  to  have  been 
struck  in  the  mints  of  southern  Italy  in  the  12th  century.  English 
writers  refer  to  "Byokes"  around  1550.  In  1712,  Pope  Clement  XI 
ordered  struck  a silver  coin  of  80  Bajocchi.  In  1796,  Pope  Pius  VI 

ordered  coins  of  60  Bajocchi  struck 
at  the  Bologna  mint,  in  copper  base. 
Various  bajocchi  copper  coins  are  also 
known  to  have  circulated  in  Civita 
Vec.chia  during  the  French  Military 
occupation  of  that  seaport  and  Rome's 
outlet  to  the  sea. 


A 50  Baiocchi,  Pope  Pius  IX 


The  GRA.N0  simply  means  grain  and  has 
an  irregular  plural,  "grana"  or  grains. 
Originally  it  was  a unit  of  weight 
based  on  one  plump  grain  of  wheat  of 
which  576  formed  an  ounce  of  weight,  and  was  used  in  the  Kingdom  of  Two 
Sicilies,  i.e.  the  provinces  of  Naples  and  the  island  of  Sicily  for 

many  centuries.  One  hundred  grana  equalle4  one 
ducat  or  4.24  Italian  gold  lira. 


The  grano  meant  to  the  Sicilians  what  the  soldo 
was  on  the  Italian  mainland.  However,  it  has 
not  survived  in  the  modern  Italian  language 
other  than  for  the  name  of  wheat  only.  The  grano 
was  divided  into  12  parts  (called  "denari"  in 
Sicily  and  "cavalli"  - horses  - in  Naples) . 

As  a coin,  the  grano  was  in  use  since  the  days  of  Ferdinand  I of  Aragon 
and  Sicily  early  in  the  15th  century  and  continued  to  be  struck  at  times 
in  silver  but  more  often  in  copper  up  to  the  very  last  days  of  the 
Bourbon  control  of  that  island  in  1860. 


5 Grani  of  Too  Si- 
cilies of  1750’s 


The  TORNE'SE  is  an 
Italianization  of  the 
French  "tournois"  or 
"big  coins"  struck 
in  Tours,  France  in 
the  Middle  Ages.  A 
copper  coin  worth  6 
cavalli  (horses)  or 
half  a soldo,  first 
appeared  in  1581  in 
Naples  during  the 
reign  of  Philip  II 
of  Spain  and  it  was 
called  a "Tournese".  It  became  part  of  the  local  currency  in  that  re- 
gion, but  these  coins  did  not  use  the  medieval  castle  symbol  which  was 
the  main  feature  of  the  French  Tournois  coin  widely  circulated  in  the 
Middle  East  by  the  Crusaders.  Later  the  Tornese  coins  were  struck  in 
various  types  and  weights  up  to  the  last  French  Bourbon  rulers  in  sou- 
thern Italy.  In  those  days,  200  tournese  were  equal  to  1 ducato, 


A Naples  10  Tomesi  of  Francisco  ls  1825 


The  DUCATO  is  derived  from  the  Middle  Latin  word  "ducatus"  or  duchy • 
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Its  English  equivalent  is  ducat..  A gold  coin  first  struck  by  Roger  II 
of  Sicily  as  Duke  of  Apulia  in  1140  A.D.  bore  an  inscription  Sit  tibi, 
Christ#,  datus,  quern  to  regis,  iste  duaatus  which  in  translation  means 
"May  this  Duchy,  which  Thou  rulest,  0 Christ,  be  dedicated  to  Thee". 

Ducato  was  the  Latin  ablative  case  ending 
of  the  word,  whence  the  coin  got  its  name 
A feature  of  the  Italian  language  was  to 
drop  all  Latin  case  endings  and  to  adopt 
the  ablative  endings  of  "o"  or  "a"  or  "e" 
in  forming  the  modern  spoken  Italian  and 
then  the  written  Italian  nouns. 

In  1280,  Venice  struck  a gold  coin  first 
known  as  a ducato  and  then  called  a 
"Zecchino"  or  sequin.  For  many  centuries,  right  up  to  the  middle  of  the 
19th  century,  almost  all  mints  in  Italy  silver  ducats  which  were  merely 
moneys  of  account.  The  ducat  was  also  current  in  other  European  coun- 
tries . 

********************************************************************** 
ISRAELI  MINTAGE  FIGURES 


Gold  Dueat3  1776  of  Trent 
in  no.  Italy,  Bishopric 


The  IGCMC  Corp.  in  Jerusalem  reports  the  mintage  figures  for  the  1980 
Independence  Day  coins:  6,407  gold  coins  struck,  12,918  silver  proofs 

were  struck,  and  the  most  popular  coin  of  the  issue  is  the  uncircul- 
ated silver  coin  with  a mintage  of  20,205  pieces. 

********************************************************************** 
BELIZE  REPLACEMENT  NOTES 


The  Belize  (formerly  British  Honduras)  replacement  paper  money  can  be 
determined  by  the  following:  Z/l  = $1;  Z/2  = $2;  and  Z/3  = $10,  be- 

ginnings of  the  serial  numbers  of  the  notes. 

********************************************************************** 
BUCHAREST  MINT 


It  was  reported  in  1980  that  Romania' a mint  struck  coins  each  year  for 
the  last  eight  years.  Before  that  they  struck  coins  every  three  years. 

********************************************************************** 
INDIA'S  WW  II  CASH  COUPONS  RESEARCHED 


So  far  Bikinir  State's  2 and  4 Rupee  coupons  are  known  to  have  offic- 
ial sanction  in  exchange  for  paper  money,  not  India's  small  denomin- 
ation coins.  ( WCN , 11.4.81,  P.  L.  Gupta). 


********************************************************************* 


SPANISH  COINS  IN  IRELAND 

Spanish  and  Spanish  American  coins  circulated  fairly  widely  throughout 
Ireland  in  the  late  16th  and  early  17th  centuries. 
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SOME  OF  THE  COIN  TYPES  THAT  HAVE  HAD 
MAJOR  INFLUENCES  ON  THE  COINAGES  OF  INDIA 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 3 Weeping  Water , Nebr.3  USA 3 NI  LM#12 
Part  1 : The  Greeks 

While  the  Greeks  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  were  evolving  a coinage 
as  a form  of  exchange  for  trading  purposes,  in  India  a similar  process 
was  also  developing.  It  was  a totally  different  design  and  style  to 
that  of  the  Greeks,  but  also  based  on  precious  metals. 

The  Greeks  and  their  colonies  used  gold,  electrum,  silver  and  bronze. 

The  Indian  bankers  used  silver  and  copper.  The  Greeks  began  with  elec- 
trum (a  mixture  of  gold  and  silver) , a lump  of  metal  with  an  identifying 
stamp  punched  into  it.  This  mark  not  only  identified  it,  but  was  a 
guarantee  of  its  purity.  The  Indians  took  strips  of  silver,  beaten 
and  cut  to  a certain  weight,  then  punched  it  with  one  or  more  recog- 
nizable symbols  which  served  the  same  purpose. 

In  the  Mediterranean  it  is  usually  considered  this  practice  began  in 
Lydia  (Ionia)  where  these  metals  were  found  (gold  and  silver  often  oc- 
curing  together) . Since  this  was  soon  found  to  be  a very  convenient 
way  of  barter  trade,  it  was  soon  diffused  along  the  trade  routes  to 
Asia  Minor  and  the  Aegean  Sea  by  the  Phoenicians  who  were  the  great  in- 
ternational traders  of  that  epoch. 

In  the  Ganges  Valley,  broad,  saucer-shaped  pieces  of  silver  appeared 
between  600  and  525  B.C.  These  bore  four  punchmarks  (whence  their  name) 


and  the  weights  were  divided  into  denominations  known  as  rattis/  Sa- 
tamanas/Kharshapanas . Silver  saucers  and/or  bars,  and  in  the  upper 
Ganges  Valley,  copper  coated  with  silver,  appeared  in  other  great 
trading  areas  of  India. 


Two  types  of  Indian  punchmarked  coins 3 
showing  some  common  symbols. 


The  "Owl"  of  Athens,  a Tetradrachm  of  Athens 3 the  ancient 

archaic  style  (no  world's  ’first’  international  coin 

pupil  to  eye 
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The  Greek  bullion  lumps  were  gradually  developed  into  what  we  now  call 
coins,  with  emblems  recognizable  for  different  great  trading  cities, 
e.g.  the  Owl  for  Athens.  Finally  these  evolved  into  the  magnificent 
works  of  art  such  as  the  Decadrachms  of  Sicily,  as  beautiful  a coinage 
as  the  world  has  ever  seen. 


Sicily  Tetradrachm3  signed  Eukleides 3 
struck  ca.  413-399  B.C. 

In  between  North  West  India  and  the  Greek  trading 
world  lay  the  Persian  Empire,  the  great  rival  to  the 
Greeks,  which  stretched  from  Sardis  in  the  West,  far 
into  Central  Asia.  It  developed  its  own  metal  pieces, 
silver  and  gold,  but  these  pieces  were  based  on  the 
silver  half-shekels  of  Croesus  of  Sardis.  They  were 
known  as  Sigloi  and  are  known  to  us  by  the  stamp  of 
the  Persian  King  (The  Achaemenids)  running  with  a bow 
and  spear  on  the  one  side,  an  incuse  square  (as  the 
Greeks  used)  on  the  other,  to  show  purity  of  the  metal. 

This  had  developed  in  the  beginning  as  the  result  of  the  Achaemenid  con- 
quest of  Croesus  and  the  Lydians.  Thus  it  was  directly  influenced  by 
Greek  practice  and  designs.  Before  it  developed  along  lines  of  its  own, 
the  Achaemenid  Empire  and  all  its  satrapies,  were  conquered  by  Alexander 
III,  the  Great,  of  Macedon.  His  conquests  carried  him  into  N.  W.  India, 
and  where  he  went  he  minted  the  captured  bullion,  in  vast  amounts,  for 
the  payment  of  his  troops  and  mercenaries,  into  coins  of  the  Greek 
styles  and  weights.  His  empire  did  not  survive  his  death,  but  the  par- 
tially Greek  kingdoms  that  arose  from  its  fragments  continued  with  the 
same  style  of  coinage  which,  in  each  case  developed  along  its  own  par- 
ticular lines. 

Thus  it  is  that  we  have  the 
whole  group  of  rulers  and 
coins  known  as  the  Indo- 
Greeks.  Mitchiner  in  his 
Ancient  and  Classical  World 
Coinages  divides  these  into 
(i)  Indo-Greek  kingdoms,  Dio- 
dotos  etc.  (ii)  Sogdiana 
(Alexander  married  a Sog- 
dianian  princess) . (iii)  No- 
mad Migrations  affecting  Af- 
ghanistan; a)  Eucratides  from 
the  Merv  mint;  b)  Choresmia; 
c)  Heliocles  (Balkh) ; d)  The 


Ar  Tetradrachm  of  Diodotos  I or  II 
with  Greek  only  legend:  BAEIAEWE 
AIOAOTOY.  . 


Western  and  Eastern  Indo-Greek  Kingdoms. 
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tAmmy.  msta  aoy*y*tat  ia«y 


The  first  Indo-Greek 
designs  were  Greek  in 
legends,  gods;  as  were 
the  denominations.  Need- 
less to  say  the  standards 
of  work  and  design  were 
not  up  to  those  of  the 
classical  Greek  coinage 
and  they  show  a progres- 
sive deterioration.  By 
the  time  of  Antimachos, 
a bilingual  legend  was 
used  (168/60  B.C.), 


Two  styles  of  Tetradrachms  of  Eucratides 
with  inscription  on  reverse 
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Greek  and  Karaosthi. 
Antimachos  struck  the 
first  Indo-Greek  square 
coins  (minted  at  Taxila, 
in  copper) . All  of  these  coins  have 
differing  control  marks,  which  indi- 
the  mint  or  area.  This  was  a Greek 
characteristic  - see  the  coins  of 
Alexander.  By  the  time  of  Apollodotos 
(160/150  BC)  some  Indian  designs  were 
used,  the  bull  (Nanda)  and  the  ele- 
phant . 


sev 


Bilingual  square  copper  coin 
of  Eucratides  shows  the  legend 
in  full  in  Karoshti  on  reverse . 

The  central  reverse  design  shows' | $ 
the  Dioscures  (heavenly  twins) 


These  were  square  with  legend 
around  three  sides,  character - 
istic  of  the  type  of  Indo-Greek  Heliocles.  Mono-lingual  Tetradrachm. 
coin  which  we  probably  see  most  Bote  control  marks  on  Rev.  Greek 
often.  They  were  minted  in  legend  on  reverse  BAEIAE£2E  AIKAIOY 

various  places.  From  then  on-  HAIOKAEOYZ.  Jupiter  with  thunderbolt. 
wards,  there  is  an  increasing  degeneration  and  the  coins  are  more  fre- 
quently square  in  shape.  __  _ ,.  . , , _ , 

... The  Sogdianian  coinage  showed  Greek 

'<■ -*  i “ • 

style  head,  with  Aramaic  inscrip- 
tions only.  (Aramaic  was  the  great 
'common  trading'  language  in  the 
centuries  before  Christ.)  The 
weights  were  tetradrachms , though 
based  on  the  Persic  shekel  used  be- 
fore Alexander's  conquest. 

With  the  nomad  invasion  from  the 
East  which  affected  Afghanistan, 
Mitchiner  describes  the  obverses 
of  the  coinage  struck  in  Merv  and 
Choresinia  as  a "caricature"  of 
Eucratides  (Helmeted  bust) . 
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Square  bi-lingual  copper  coin 
of  Heliocles 3 showing  Karosthi 
legend  (rev)  with  full  trans- 
litteration  in  Greek  (obv) .Also 
control  marks. 
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Bronze,  square 3 showing 
Elephant /Bull.  Identical 
legends  AJIOAAOAOTOY  . 
Bi-lingual.  Notice  con- 
trol marks. 


*$,T.IVL^A«3*  Kails*  TFU»S*r>*J*a  H*M* 


AS  Bi-lingual  coin.  Karoshti  above 
The  legends  were  a corrupt  form  and  Greek  legend  reads:  BAEIAEfiE 

of  Greek,  not  surprising  since  EflTHPOE  AnOAAOAOTOY . 
in  all  probability  the  dies  were 

cut  by  artisans  either  not  familiar,  or  barely  so,  with  Greek.  Again 
the  denominations  were  technically  Greek. 

The  Indo-Greek  coinage  of 
Heliocles  (during  the  nomad 
migrations  ca.  135-110  BC) 
was  struck  in  bi-lingual  fa- 
shion - Greek  and  Karosthi. 
while  mainly  Greek  deities 
like  Zeus,  and  symbols,  like 
the  thunderbolt,  his  bronze 
hemi-obols  portrayed  a bull 
or  elephant;  they  were  also 
square.  The  first  of  the  two 
standards,  the  mono-lingual 
was  Attic.  The  coinage  gra- 
dually degenerated  in  style 
and  quality  until  his  kingdom 
was  split  in  two;  the  Western  which  increasingly  was  occupied  by  the 
Sythian  nomads.  While  in  the  Eastern  region,  which  remained  Greek, 
nominally  to  15  B.C.,  though  it  became  increasingly  smaller,  the  King's 
bust,  though  nominally  in  Greek  style,  was  very  non-Greek  in  appearance. 
The  legends  in  Greek  remained  good,  but  the  Greek  deity  on  the  reverses 
became  increasingly  stylised,  while  the  coins  themselves  got  more  and 
more  crude.  Control  marks  were  used  throughout  on  the  coins. 

UJ  j&7  I^H 

Balkh  Taxila  Merv 


Silver  coin  of  Sogdiania3  Greek  style 
head3  very  corrupt.  Rev.  Hercules 
seated.  Aramaic  legend. 


There  are  many  control  marks3  varying  not  only  with  districts  and  cities, 
hut  also  with  each  ruler.  Above  are  shown  three  fairly  simple  and  com- 
mon ones. 


To  return  to  the  Indo-Sythian  Kingdom,  the  coins  were  very  crude  in 
style  from  the  beginning,  but  in  the  legends,  sometimes  bi-lingual, 
the  Greek  legends  were  inscribed  quite  well.  The  design  on  each  side 
was  also  Greek,  though  much  degenerated.  Again  control  marks  were  used 
throughout.  The  denominations  continued  to  be  in  Greek;  but  many  of 
the  coins  were  square,  with  both  the  elephant  and  the  bull  appearing 
more  commonly.  Some  of  the  standing  or  walking  deities  were  in  the 
style  that  came  to  be  quite  striking  in  the  Kushan  coinage. 
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Eventually  the  coins  became  ex- 
ceedingly crude  in  appearance; 
The  Greek,  where  it  appeared, 
was  corrupt.  Lakshimi  is  shown 
and  Indian  symbols,  like  the 
lotus,  tree,  were  used.  The 
legends  were  in  Brahmi,  as  well 
as  Indian  denominations  (i.e. 
rattis,  Karshapanas,  etc) 


N 


n a a « o . 


Finally,  in  the  areas  of  much 
of  what  we  now  call  Afghanistan 
and  Northern  Pakistan,  arose 
kingdoms  descended  from  the 
Sythians,  but  influenced  by 
Parthia,  the  great  enemy  of 
Rome.  These  were  at  the  end 
of  the  last  century  B.C.  and  the 
first  century  A.D.  This  area  and 
period  are  thus  known  as  Indo-Parthian , and  the  great  ruler  of  the 
period  was  Gondophares.  His  coinage  was  crude,  a mixture  of  Greek  Par- 
thian and  Indian  designs,  legends,  denominations.  Though  in  the  begin- 
ning the  Greek  legends  were  fairly  well  cut,  They  became  increasingly 
corrupt.  Greek  figures  (Zeus,  Nike,  Pallas)  were  used  on  the  reverses. 
The  king  on  the  obverse  was  shown  with  a round-topped  headdress,  that 
is  Parthian  in  design  and  style. 


Kushan  Gold  Stater  with  debased 
Greek  legend.  Rev.  Nana  Sao 
identified  with  both  Ishtar  and 
Persephone.  Note  control  mark. 


The  Indo-Parthian  Kingdom  did  not  last  long,  for  the  Kushans  made  their 
appearance  before  the  end  of  Gondophares'  reign.  Eventually  this  was 
to  give  rise  to  a new  style  coinage,  which  though  obviously  it  owed  a 
good  deal  to  the  Greeks,  became  a new  style  of  coinage  which  was  to 
influence  a very  large  area  in  that  region  for  centuries. 


BAZIAERE  NIKHSOPOV  ANTIMAXOV  > 73A  \l 
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From  Mitchiner  no.  1671  - Bi-lingual  silver  drachm  legend  in  Attic  and 
Karosthi.  Issued  by  Antimachos . 


********************************************************************** 


LAST  AND  FIRST 


Israel's  1980/5740  official  uncirculated  set  contains  7 coins:  Last 

of  the  Lira  currency  - 1 Lira,  10  Agorot  and  1 Agora  in  their  cir- 
culation strike  metals;  and  the  first  four  coins  of  the  Sheqel  series 
-1,5  and  10  New  Agorot  and  the  1/2  Sheqel.  The  coins  are  sealed  in 
a colorful  and  transparent  holder  and  do  not  have  any  mintmarks . 

********************************************************************** 
UNRECORDED  IRISH  PROOF  COIN 


The  Irish  Republic  1934  Florin  business  strike  is  a rare  date.  Recent- 
ly one  in  Proof  condition  turned  up  and  it  surely  must  be  classified 
as  at  least  Near  Unique. 

********************************************************************** 
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NUMISMATIC  CROSSWORD  PUZZLE 


by  George  H.  Bechtj  Rochester > Minnesota , NI  § 1651 


ACROSS 


1 . Abyssinian  copper  coin 
5.  Single  pip 
8.  Egyptian  piastre 

12.  Behold:  Lat . 

13.  Hebrew  letter 

14.  King  of  Greece 

15.  Destroy  totally 

17.  Pouch 

18.  Japanese  copper  coin 

19.  Forbidden 

20.  Metal  analysis 
22.  Railroad  car 

25 . Pegs 

26.  Coin  finish 

27.  Chemical  symbol 

28.  Tetradrach  of  Athens 

29.  Nimbuses 


30.  Distress  signal 

31.  Not:  Scot. 

32.  Danish  coin 

33.  Seed  pod 

34.  Inclosed 

36.  French  slang  for  coppers 

37 . Insects 

38.  Eighth  Real  of  Java 

39.  Trial  piece 

41 . Brabant  thaler 

44.  Prophet 

45 . Enemy 

46.  Otherwise 

47.  Latin  American  coin 

48.  Entire 

49.  Stained 
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DOWN 


1.  Ethiopian  talari 

2.  French  coin 

3.  Remains  of  planchet  plate 

4.  Trojan  hero 

5.  Against 

6.  Hint 

7.  Printers  measure 

8.  One  hundred  kopecks 

9.  Play  music  idly 

10.  Cennies : abbr. 

11.  Cultivate 

16.  Unspecified  number 

17.  Natives  of  the  Baltic 

19.  Teacher 

20.  Repent 

21.  Indian  bead  money 

22.  Blanched 


23.  Coral  island 

24.  French  billon  coin 
2h.  Men 

29.  Hurried 

30.  Firmly 

32.  Denier  of  Ital.  states 

33.  Invoiced 

35.  Coin  exhibit  containers 

36.  Bleat 

38.  Chinese  ounce 

39.  Sixth  sense 

40.  Seat  of  bishop 

41.  U.S.  coins:  abbr. 

42.  Point  of  compass 

43.  Hue  of  copper  coin 
45.  Musical  note 


The  solution  to  this  Numismatic  Crossword  Puzzle  will  appear  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 

*********************************************************************** 


WHAT  DO  I COMMEMORATE? 

by  Wm.  B.  Thompson  NI  ULM-22 

Switzerland,  5 Francs  1963  (Y-56) 

Jean  Henry  Dunant  (1828-1910)  is 
pictured  on  the  Swiss  5 Francs 
of  1978.  He  was  the  founder  of 
the  World's  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  the  proposer  of  the 
Geneva  Convention  and  won  the 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  1901. 

The  coin  above  commemorates  what  may  be  his  greatest  achievement.  On 
January  24,  1895,  he  personally  eye-witnessed  the  historic  battle  of 
Solferino,  Italy,  and  secured  volunteers  to  help  the  wounded  and  dying 
soldiers.  This  one  man  was  not  only  the  proposer,  but  the  driving 
force  behind  the  Geneva  Convention,  held  in  1863,  to  form  societies 
of  volunteers  to  aid  the  wounded  in  time  of  war.  This  was  the  birth 
of  the  International  Red  Cross,  commemorated  in  1963  on  this  Swiss  5 
Franc  coin. 

TRIVIA:  The  flag  of  the  Red  Cross  is  the  reverse  of  the  Swiss  flag. 

The  Red  Cross  is  known  as  the  Red  Crescent  in  Turkey  and  as  the  Red 
Lion  and  Sun  in  Iran. 

********************************************************************* 

THE  BANK  OF  FRANCE  dates  back  to  legislation  passed  dated  February 
13,  1800. 
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INFORMATION  PLEASE  - REPLIES 


January  issue  Indian  Coin  Identified 

The  copper  Indian  coin  shown  on  page  25  of  the  January  issue  is  as 
follows : 

INDORE  STATE  (INDIA).  Malhar  Rao  II,  AD . 1811-1833 . AE  J^-anna 
dated  AH. 1237  (AD. 1822)  inscribed  in  the  name  of  the  Mughal 
Emperor  Shah  Alam  II  (AD . 1759-1806 , a posthumous  reference. 

The  mint  of  issue  is  not  of  record. 

This  coin  was  last  published  in  the  book  A Study  of  Eolhar  State 
Coinage  by  Sethi,  Bhatt  & Holkar  (Indore,  1976),  p.21,  no.  273. 

Charles  K.  Panish 
Westport,  Connecticut 


Two  replies  on  notgeld  note  published  in  January  issue 

The  notgeld  piece  shown  on  page  24  of  the  January  1982  BULLETIN  is 
from  the  town  or  commune  of  EICH  which  is  definitely  in  Luxembourg. 

It  is  probably  a suburb  of  Luxembourg  City  by  now  and  is  only  two  or 
three  kilometers  due  north  of  that  town. 

Jerry  F.  Schimmel 

San  Francisco,  California 

I would  like  to  provide  some  information  on  the  NOTGELD  illustrated 
on  page  24  of  the  January  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN . The  item  is 
indeed  from  Luxembourg.  The  place  is  a suburb  of  the  capital  city  of 
Luxembourg  and  the  name  is  Eich.  The  d'  is  not  part  of  the  name  but 
indicates  "of".  The  German  rubberstamp  has  the  same  meaning  as  the 
two  top  lines.  The  item  is  also  listed  in  Dr.  Keller's  Das  Papier- 
geld  des  Ersten  Weltkrieges  Teil  I - Europa  (The  Paper  Money  of  the 
First  World  War  - Part  1 Europe)  under  Luxembourg  as  #37.  Though 
undated  the  note  must  have  been  issued  during  the  German  occupation 
of  Luxembourg  as  the  French  text  indicated  redemption  in  German  bank- 
notes or  current  notes  of  the  country.  I have  a 50c  note  of  the  same 
design  in  my  collection. 


E . Hank  Barton 
Falls  Church,  Virginia 

******************************************************************** 
NOT  ONLY  ON  WORLD  COINS 


The  British  Royal  Wedding  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  is 
also  commemorated  on  Canadian  Trade  Dollar  tokens  of  several  Canadian 
cities.  In  recent  years  its  cities  and  town  issue  (usually)  dollar 
trade  tokens  to  commemorate  some  local  event  or  festivity.  The 
Royal  Wedding  is  commemorated  on  1981  issues  of  Frederickton , New 
Brunswick  and  three  cities  in  Ontario  Province  - London,  Timmins 
and  Gravenhurst.  ( CNJS  December  1981  issue). 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NT  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 
C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple  mints 
for  the  particular  year. 


GABON:  Y1  - 1971. 

GAMBIA:  Y1  to  Y7  - C;  Y8  - 1971. 

GERMAN  STATES:  Aachen  - C2  - 1765. 

Baden  - C80  - 1828;  C102a  - 1852;  C107  - 1841;  C139  - 1856;  C141  - 

1866;  C142  - 1859,  1962,  1869,  1870;  C144  - C;  C145  - C;  C148  - C. 

Frankfurt  - C25.1  - 1863. 

Hamburg  - Y59  - 1876;  Y59a  - 1908. 

Hannover  - C85  - 1863. 

Hesse-Darmstadt  - C120a  - 1826. 

Nurnberg  - C36  - 1806. 

Oldenburg  - C59  - 1866. 

Prussia  - C15  - 1783;  C104  - 1807;  C128  - 1862;  C146  - 1849;  C147  - 
1843;  C161  - 1863,  1864;  C161b  - 1868;  C162  - 1865,  1868;  C163  - 

1864;  C167  - 1870;  Y120a  - 1900,  1902;  Y121  - 1908,  1910;  Y122a  - 

1893;  Y128  - C;  Y134  - C. 

GERMANY:  Y1  - 1875A,C,  1876A,  1887A.E,  1889A,D;  Y2  - 1874C,F, 

1875B,C,F ; Y3  - 1890D,  1892E,  1894A,  1895E,  1900D,  1904A,F,  1905A, 
1906A,  1907A,  1910A,  191.1A,  1912A,  1913A;  Y4  - 1904E,  1905G,  1908F, 
1911A,  1912E ; Y5  - 1875A.J,  1876B,J:  Y6  - 1874A,  1875G,  1876A,B:  Y8  - 
1890A,D,  1897A,  1899A,  1901A,  1902A,D,  1903A,D,  1904A,  1906A,  1907A, 
1908D,  1912A,G,  1914A;  Y9  - 1890A,  1897A,  1898F,  1900A,  1901E,  1903D,J, 
1905A,  1907F , 1912A,  1913A,  1914F,G,  1915A;  Y10  - 1890D;  Yll  - 1909A; 
Y13  - 1875A,F ; Y16  - 1906A,D,E,  1911G,  1913F,  1916A,D,  1918F;  Y17  - 
1875A,H,  1881A;  Y18  - 1901A,  1902F,  1907E,  1913J;  YA18  - 1916A;  Y19  - 
1917D,E ; Y21  - 1917A,  1918A,  1919A,J,  1920A,D,F,J;  Y22  - 1916A;  Y25  - 
CX  (1918);  Y26  - 1920A,F,  1921A,D,J,  1922A,D,F;  Y28  - 1922A;  Y29  - 
1922A;  Y30  - 1923A,D,F;  Y31  - 1923A,D;  Y32  - 1923A,  1924E;  Y33  - 
1923A,  1924D,F;  Y34  - 1923A,  1924A,D,E,F;  Y35  - 1924A,D,F,G,J;  Y36  - 
1923A,  1924A,D,F ; Y37  - 1924J,  1925A,J,  1928D,F,  1929D,  1930A,  1933A, 
1934A,F , 1935A,  1936A,G;  Y38  - 1924E,  1925A,E,F;  Y39  - 1932A,J;  Y40  - 
1924A,G;  1925A,E,  1935A,E,  1936A;  Y41  - 1924G,  1925A,  1929A,  1935J, 
1936A,D;  Y43  - 1927A,J,  1928A,E,  1935J,  1937A;  Y45  - 1925A;  Y50  - 
1925A;  Y81  - 1934D,J,  1935J,  1937A;  Y82  - CX  (1936E,J) ; Y83  - 1934D; 

Y84  - 1934A;  Y85  - 1935D,E;  Y88  - 1937A,  1939A,F;  Y89  - 1938F,  1939A,D, 
1940E ; Y90  - 1937A,  1938A,F,J,  1939A,E,F:  Y91  - 1937D,G,  1938A,B,F, 
1939B ,D,F;  Y92  - 1940E,  1941A,  1942F,  1943A,B,  1944D;  YA92  - 1940J, 
1942A ,D , J , 1943A,F,  1944A,D,  1945A,E;  YB92  - 1940A,B,F,  1942A,G, 

1943A,D ,E , 1944E;  YC92  - 1940A,  1941A,B,D,E,F,  1942A,B,D,J,  1943A,E, 
1944A,B,F,  1945A;  Y95  - 1940A;  Y96  - 1936E,  1937A,D,  1939A.D,;  Y97  - 
1936A,E , 1938A;  Y100  - 1947F. 

GERMANY,  WEST:  Y101  - CX  (1948J,  1949D,G);  Y102  - C;  Y103  - CX  (1949 

sm.  J);  Y104  - CX  (1949G,  1950G) . 

(To  be  continued) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Francis  Pierrepont  Barnard,  The  Casting -Counter  and  the  Counting 
Board.  Fox  & Co.,  Castle  Cary,  Somerset,  England.  Original  1917, 
Oxford  University  Press.  Pp.  357,  58  plates.  £30,  U.S.  $60. 

(Ed.  : A short  account  (information  from  the  publisher)  was  included 

in  the  January  1981  issue 3 but  we  felt  we  should  publish  this  more 
detailed  review  by  Su  Nadin-Davis  to  give  you  more  information  on 
this  excellent  reference. ) 

This  book  is  a magnificent  piece  of  scholarship,  well  worth  every 
cent  of  the  $60  published  price.  Professor  Barnard,  now  deceased, 
held  the  Chair  in  medieval  archaeology  at  the  University  of  Liver- 
pool. He  commences  his  work,  "This  book  does  not  profess  to  be  more 
than  the  essay  of  a pioneer."  Some  pioneer!  Rarely  does  one  see 
in  any  area  of  numismatics  so  thorough  and  all-embracing  a study. 
Having  canvassed  the  somewhat  sparse  literature  on  early  jettons, 
noting  the  view  of  one  writer  that  "some  people  are  so  puerile  as  to 
allow  these  baubles  a place  in  a cabinet",  Barnard  fascinates  the 
reader  with  an  account  guaranteed  to  intrigue  and  delight.  He  does 
much  to  dispute  the  claims  of  some  that  the  casting-counter  is  not 
worthy  of  a place  in  the  serious  study  of  numismatic  history. 

Professor  Barnard  consulted  some  624  works  before  writing  this  book 
and  commences  by  listing  the  authorities.  The  work  is  then  divided 
into  three  main  parts,  complimented  by  over  60  plates.  The  plates 
are  superbly  reproduced,  and  show  not  only  many  jettons  themselves 
but  also  a fascinating  selection  of  early  wood-cuts  and  prints  de- 
picting casting -boards  in  use. 

In  Part  I of  the  book,  Barnard  deals  with  the  history  of  the  jetton 
from  a numismatic/historical  point  of  view.  In  nearly  100  closely- 
reasoned  pages  he  discusses  naming  and  use,  metallic  composition, 
coin  types,  religious  and  armorial,  political  and  medallic  types. 
Legends  are  examined  as  regards  both  lettering  and  content,  and  a 
detailed  discursus  on  the  various  mints  of  origin  follows.  In  all 
no  aspect  is  left  untouched.  The  numismatic  usefulness  of  the  work 
is  massively  enhanced  by  a comprehensive  index  of  legends,  which 
should  prove  invaluable  in  the  process  of  attribution. 

The  descriptions  of  coins  in  Barnard's  plates  are  also  of  a quality 
rarely  seen  in  modern  numismatic  treatises.  As  the  learned  author 
guides  us  through  jettons  from  England , France,  the  Low  Countries  and 
Germany,  Italy  and  Portugal,  he  describes  in  detail  the  significance 
of  virtually  every  feature,  including  the  design  and  legend.  Barnard 
casts  a spell  from  which  it  is  difficult  to  escape. 

Part  II,  a much  briefer  section  of  the  book,  discusses  the  counting- 
board  and  counter— cloth , upon  which  jettons  were  used.  Again  the  ac- 
count is  delightful,  drawing  upon  sources  as  diverse  as  Chaucer's 
Canterbury  Tales  and  the  wills  of  merchants  who  died  in  the  1400s. 

Part  III  gives  and  account  of  the  methods  of  casting  the  counters 
(i.e  doing  arithmetic  with  them)  espoused  by  many  leading  writers. 
While  Barnard's  mastery  of  the  subject  is  quite  obvious,  this  dis- 
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cussion  is  more  a matter  of  mathematics  than  numismatics,  and  goes 
far  beyond  the  informational  needs  of  most  token  collectors. 

Fox  & Co.  are  again  to  be  congratulated  upon  their  decision  to  re- 
print this  leading  work.  I would  recommend  the  book  unreservedly  to 
every  collector  seriously  interested  in  European  exonumia  of  bygone 
days . 


Reviewed  by  Su  Nad in-Davis 


Hanno  Weiler.  Kdlner  Dom-Medaillen . Vols.  1,  2 & 3,  566  pp,  illus. 
Published  by  H.  Kaltemeier  Sohne,  Krefeld  - Hills  (vol.  1 - 1977; 
vol . 2 - 1978;  and  vol.  3 - 1979).  Available  from:  Hanno  Weiler, 

D-5060  Bergisch  Gladbach  2,  Birkenhohenweg  15,  Germany. 

Since  1979  friends  and  collectors  of  medals  have  available  a stand- 
ard reference  work  about  the  cathedral-medals  of  Cologne.  The  author, 
Herr  Hanno  Weiler,  has  made  accessible  all  the  available  references 
in  a long  time  to  contain  partially  new  medals  in  his  volumes.  The 
work  is  divided  into  three  volumes . 

Volume  1:  Kdlner  Dom-Medaillen,  12.  - 16.  Jahrhundert  (Romanik, 

Gotik,  Renaissance) , 63pp,  81  medals. 

Volume  2:  Kdlner  Dom-Medaillen,  17.  und  18.  Jahrhundert  (Barock- 

zeit) , 183pp,  299  medals. 

Volume  3:  Kolner  Dom-Medaillen,  19.  und  20.  Jahrhundert  (Dom- 

weiterbau  und  modeme  Zeit) , 320pp,  625  medals. 

Volume  1 contains  above  all  the  so-called  Pilgerzeichen  (pilgrim- 
marks)  manufactured  from  about  1170,  80  years  before  the  laying  of 
the  foundation-stone  of  the  Gothic  cathedral.  The  old  Romanic  cath- 
edral in  Cologne  has  been  a place  of  pilgrimage  due  to  an  account  of 
legendary  bones  from  the  holy  three  kings  since  1164.  It  is  espec- 
ially good  that  the  author  has  catalogued  the  pilgrim-marks  in  his 
book.  These  marks  have  been  the  rudiments  for  the  later  cathedral- 
medals.  In  volume  2 are  listed  the  baroque  medals,  the  pilgrim- 
marks  and  pendants  of  the  cathedral.  The  author  also  has  listed 
such  medals  in  volumes  2 and  3,  which  were  not  struck  in  memory  of 
the  cathedral. 

All  in  all  these  three  publications  are  now  the  standard  references 
for  the  cathedral-medals  of  Cologne  117-1980. 

Reviewed  by  Klaus  Persing 


A Numismatic  History  of  the  Birmingham  Mint  now  available  in  United 
States . 

This  reference  (reviewed  in  August  1981  issue,  pp254-255)  is  now 
available  in  the  United  States  from:  NumisBooks,  P.  0.  Box  1177, 
Highlands,  N.  C.  28741.  Cost  is  $21.90  postpaid. 
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Peter  & Gail  Bowles  and  Brian  Hern.  Standard  Catalogue  of  the  Coins 
of  South  Africa  81/82.  Publisher:  P & G Coin  Co.,  P.  0.  Box  31142, 

Braamfontein,  2017  Republic  of  South  Africa.  Pp . 174.  17.00  Rands. 

This  first  edition  reference  on  South  Africa  coins  is  available  from 
the  publisher  for  17.00  Rands  postpaid  seamail.  It  is  printed  on 
glossy  paper  9-1/2"  x 7-1/2"  and  bound  with  a stiff  paper  cover. 

I very  highly  recommend  this  catalogue  to  all  collectors  interested 
in  the  coins  of  South  Africa.  It  is  by  far  the  most  accurate,  inform- 
ative and  well  researched  volume  on  the  subject  now  on  the  market. 

Its  spacious  well  laid  out  format  is  unique  in  present  day  coin  cata- 
logues . 

The  catalogue  covers  the  coinage  of  South  Africa  from  the  1874  Burg- 
ers gold  pond  through  the  1980  coinage,  as  well  as  listing  and  valuing 
proof  sets.  Also  included  are  the  coinage  and  patterns  of  Graguatown, 
the  1874  Burgers  patterns,  the  1874  South  African  Republic  patterns, 
the  1874-1888  Orange  Free  State  patterns  and  the  1889  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  pattern  pieces.  The  various  patterns  for  the  20th  century  coin- 
age of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  and  later  the  Pepublic  of  South  Africa 
are  also  covered. 

Clear  photos  of  all  type  coins  and  all  patterns  are  presented.  Mintage 
figures  and  valuations  in  rands  for  5 grades  (fine  through  proof)  are 
given  for  each  date  coin  as  well  as  a phrase  under  the  remarks  column 
on  the  relative  ease  with  which  the  date  coin  can  be  found  in  the  high- 
est grade  and  the  highest  grade  in  which  it  is  generally  found . As  an 
example,  for  the  1927  shilling,  "Extremely  difficult  to  find  in  EF  or 
better".  In  addition  a rarity  number  is  indicated  under  the  valuation 
for  each  grade  as  to  the  approximate  number  of  specimens  that  probably 
still  exist  in  the  grade.  The  classification  for  the  rarity  scale  is 
as  follows:  5,  10,  25,  500,  1000,  2000,  5000,  10,000,  20,000,  30,000, 

50,000  and  over  50,000  specimens.  This  data,  combined  with  the  valu- 
ation for  any  grade,  gives  a much  more  accurate  idea  of  the  true  rar- 
ity of  a specimen  in  each  grade.  A valuation  is  given  for  each  pattern 
coin . 

The  authors  realize  the  catalogue  is  expensive  so  they  plan  to  issue  a 
booklet  with  new  evaluations  at  intervals  over  the  coming  years  rather 
than  issue  the  catalogue  yearly.  A number  of  South  African  coins, 
especially  some  of  the  silver  issues  of  George  V,  are  virtually  unknown 
in  uncirculated  condition  and  rare  in  EF . This  is  the  first  catalogue 
that  realistically  evaluates  the  true  rarity  in  the  top  grades  for 
many  of  South  Africa's  early  coins. 

Peter  and  Gail  Bowles,  numismatic  dealers  in  South  Africa  since  start- 
ing their  firm  in  1967,  have  studied  South  African  coins  intensly, 
especially  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  relative  scarcity  of  each 
date  and  its  ease  of  availability  in  the  highest  grades.  Brian  Hern 
joined  Peter  and  Gail  in  1979  and  together  the  three  put  this  magnifi- 
cent catalogue  together,  its  compilation  taking  18  months.  This  cata- 
logue is  now  the  standard  reference  work  on  South  African  coins  and 
I feel  it  will  remain  so. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 
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Mort  Shafer.  Musical  Notgeld  of  Germany  and  Austria.  Published  and 
distributed  by  Dwight  L.  Russer,  Box  305,  Ridge  Manor,  FL  33525.  7pp, 

2 plates . ($2 .00)  . 

This  booklet  contains  a checklist  of  German  and  Austrian  notgeld  with 
a musical  or  musician  motif.  It  gives  the  city  of  issue,  denomination, 
date  of  issue  (ca  1918-1923) , and  one  brief  description.  The  two 
plates  show  samples  of  a few  of  those  listed. 

Reviewed  by  Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 


ft.  D.  Williams,  Medals  to  Australia.  Published  by  Skinner  and  Warnes , 
59  Sheffield  Street,  Malvern,  South  Australia,  5061  Australia.  $12.00 
Australian  postpaid.  56pp,  7"  x 9V,  stiff  paper  cover. 

This  is  the  first  edition  of  the  first  catalogue  ever  published  on 
military  awards  to  Australians  of  order,  decorations  and  medals,  with 
their  valuations. 

The  catalogue  begins  with  a descriptive  listing  of  British  orders  and 
decoration  to  Australian  Forces,  followed  by  all  the  various  war  medals 
and  awards  given  to  Australian  soldiers.  A listing  of  Australian 
government  medals  and  awards  is  also  given.  The  catalogue  concludes 
with  a listing  of  foreign  awards  and  medals  to  Australians.  The 
first  war  medals  given  to  Australian  soldiers  was  for  service  in  the 
1860-1866  Maori  War  in  New  Zealand. 

For  each  of  the  medals,  decorations  or  awards  there  is  a photo  of  both 
sides  of  the  piece  as  well  as  a brief  history  of  it.  A table  for  each 
medal  or  award  lists  data  including  the  circumstances,  events,  cam- 
paign, or  description  of  the  award,  the  number  of  pieces  issued,  the 
present  market  value,  and  suitable  comments.  The  names  of  the  recip- 
ients are  given  for  a few  of  the  rarer  pieces. 

Reg  Williams  has  made  a lifetime  study  of  medals  and  decorations.  His 
catalogue  is  well  documented  with  photos  and  facts  that  should  please 
all  interested  in  medals. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

********************************************************************* 
A GRAND  FIND! 


After  over  35  years  a UNIQUE  1944  Canadian  5 cent  in  tombac  metal  was 
recently  discovered.  The  Ottawa  mint  used  tombac  (88%  copper  and  12% 
zinc)  composition  blanks  to  strike  its  5 cent  coins  in  1942  and  1943 
with  the  V for  Victory  reverse.  The  mint  reports  it  started  minting 
the  tombac  1944-dated  coins  in  1943,  totalling  8,000  coins.  This  is 
the  only  coin  of  that  batch  that  is  publicly  known  to  have  survived. 
It  is  reported  that  the  collector  who  found  the  unique  coin  begged 
dealers  for  two  years  to  sell  it  for  him! 

********************************************************************* 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

E.  Hank  Barton,  P.  0.  Box  481,  Falls  Church,  Virginia  22046 : PLEASE 

HELP!  Trying  to  research  genuine  and  possibly  spurious  overprints 
'For  Use  in  Tibet"  on  banknotes  of  the  Central  Bank  of  China  printed 
by  Water low  & Son  - 1936  (Pick  3rd  Ed.  - China  209b,  214b,  217b  illus- 
trated, 219d  and  220c).  Request  xerox  copies  of  both  sides  of  each 
note.  Will  gladly  reimburse  for  cost  and  postage. 

Gustav  Lompa,  Leuchterstr.  221,  5 Koln  80,  West  Germany:  WANTED: 

Johnson  & Jensen  auction  catalogues  with  or  without  prices  realized. 

I should  like  to  buy  choice  and  rare  railroad  medals  of  the  world, 
especially  of  the  19th  century  and  Europe.  Also  interested  in  staff 
free  passes  and  other  early  railroad  tokens.  Please  make  offer. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  attribution  committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  Members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  what- 
ever for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration  if  desired.  Send  to  NI 
Attribution  Committee,  Box  57  - Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn. 
06880,  U.S.A.  Please  include  your  name  full  address  and  NI  member- 
ship number. 

A REMINDER:  Use  of  this  page  is  free  to  all  NI  members.  About  the 

only  rules  that  apply  are  no  FOR  SALE  type  notices  and  in  months  when 
the  page  is  over-subscribed,  research  type  notices  will  be  given  prior- 
ity over  "wanted",  etc.  type  notices. 

********************************************************************* 
BRAZIL  USES  A MINTMARK,  BUT  NOT  ON  COINS 

The  CMB  mintmark,  for  Casa  da  Moeda  do  Brasil,  can  be  found  on  1981 
(and  earlier?)  DDD  long  distance  telephone  tokens. 

********************************************************************* 
COUNTERMARKED  IRISH  REPUBLIC  COINS 


Many  of  the  Irish  Republic  (Eire)  coins  that  circulate  in  Northern 
Ireland  (Ulster)  bear  many  different  countermarks. 

********************************************************************* 
QUESTION  AND  ANSWER 

Q.  What  does  the  numismatic  term  "Cob1  stand  for? 

A.  It  is  an  abbreviation  of  the  Spanish  Cabo  de  barra s meaning  "cut 
from  the  bar1 . 

(Submitted  by  Walter  Bergman) 


********************************************************************* 
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